
From the Desk of Mrs. Grindatti… 
Hello CELA Families, 

We are at the point in the school year where we are already starting to think 
about next year!  With that brings new family tours and opening our doors 
to allow potential new families to see and experience the incredible          
opportunities that CELA offers our students.  It is so important that they get 
to see for themselves the incredible children and staff that make up our 
school community and for our students to showcase their own learning and 
leadership!  We are excited for what the future of CELA holds for our       
students and the surrounding community!  If you know any families that are 
looking for a new school home, please send them our way.  If you are         
interested in sharing a parent testimonial, we would love for you to do 
so.  Word of mouth from our current and past students and families is the 
most powerful advertising tool we have! We thank you in advance and        
appreciate your continued support. 

 

“Train up a child in the 
way they should go, and 
when they are old they 
will not depart from it.”             

-Proverbs 22:6 
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Events  
Calendar 

February   

• February 3  

       School Spirit Day/           

  Pep Rally at 2:30 pm  

• February 3 

       Progress Reports Sent       

  Home 

• February 14 

  Valentine Day Parties      

   @ 2:00 pm 

• February 16 and 21 

   Parent/Teacher           

   Conferences 

• February 20                    

No School 

 “For I can do all things through Christ, who gives me strength.” – Philippians 4:13  

Join Us for 

Chapel Service   

February 1 

CVLD Theme:                

Collaboration 

-Led By the Fifth Grade 

Class 

February 8 

CVLD Theme:               

Collaboration  

-Led By Mr. Hays 



 

CELA                        
Plans For Enrollment 

CELA is planning and working 
on enrollment for next school 
year. Spread the word to your 

friends, neighbors, and        
relatives that CELA is the 
place that they want their    

children to attend. Call the 
school office to set up a       

private tour.    

  

 

 

Mark Your    
Calendar for 

the                 
CELA Spring 

Musical 

 

 

 

 



 

CELA Kids    
Basketball  

The 4K - 4th graders started 
basketball practice on Tuesday 
and Wednesday this week. We 

have two teams made up of 
many different students.  The 

focus is for players to learn the 
basic fundamentals of basket-

ball and have fun. Special 
thanks to our parents who    

volunteered to coach.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELA         
Annual 

Spelling Bee 
The Annual CELA Spelling 
Bee was held on Tuesday, 

January 24. We had several 
representatives in each 
grade. All students did a 
great job being confident 
and poised while spelling 

the words. There were 
many rounds until a runner 

up and winner were de-
clared. Congrats to fifth 

grader, Malea Oksiuta, our 
runner up and sixth grader, 
Kara Wassenaar, our CELA 

2023 Champion Speller. 
Well done, all participants!   

 

  



    Classroom Happenings 
 

4K Students     
Practice      

Reading and 
Sight Words 

The 4K students are working 
on learning high frequency 

sight words. They enjoy     
practicing their sight words 
with a partner while reading 

them a story. The goal is to fos-
ter a love for reading through 
exposure and interaction with 

engaging books. Through 
shared and interactive reading, 
the students will have a strong 

reading base.  

 

 

Middle School ELA Classes Conduct Presentations 
 

In ELA, sixth grade students presented 
their oral presentations on how the 

bonds between animals and humans 
can be surprising. To complete this 
project, students worked in small 

groups to read two poems, an essay, 
and a short story. When presenting, 

they gave a summary of their assigned 
reading, answered the prompt, and   

provided a quote from the text which 
supported their opinions.  

The eighth grade students presented 
their oral presentations on when it is 
right to take a stand and how much 
winning matters. To complete this   
project, students worked in small 

groups to read a persuasive speech, 
nonfiction narrative, and watched a  
media video of a persuasive speech. 

Students had to identify how the     
people in the readings took a stand and 
what the outcome was. When present-
ing, students gave a summary of their 

assigned reading, answered the 
prompt, and provided a quote from the 

text which supported their opinions. 



    Classroom Happenings 
       

Fifth Graders Act as 
Engineers and Design              
Hydroponics System  
Fifth graders have learned how humans can 

change ecosystems. For example, introducing 
invasive species to an ecosystem can disrupt the 
flow of energy and matter, clearing land for farms 

and cities removes organisms from their          
ecosystem, and pesticides and fertilizer from 
farms can wash off and disrupt  surrounding   
ecosystems. Humans can negatively affect     

ecosystems, but humans can positively affect 
ecosystems too. For example, they can set aside 

land for protection, replace dead trees, and     
engineers can develop solutions to reduce     

negative effects on ecosystems.   

In this fifth grade science investigation, students 
acted as engineers to design and build a          

hydroponics system to help reduce the negative 
side effects of farming. Over the course of the 

next few weeks, students will observe and collect 
the results of their hydroponics systems.  

 

 

Music Class 
with         
Mrs. 

Nienhuis  
In music class this week,  

students sang their names 
and practiced their                 

solfege.  (Ask your 5K’er to 
sing you the do-re-mi- song! 

It is not the one you are          
thinking) . Students worked 

on repeating simple rhythms 
using rhythm sticks, and the 
5K class learned how to read 
rhythms using quarter notes 
and quarter rests.  In the 4K 
and 5K classes, students got 
moving and practiced their 

coordination to music using 
bean bags.  The students   
enjoy moving to the beat! 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Sixth Grade Chapel Service 
On Wednesday, January 18, the sixth graders led chapel on the 
Christian value, Humility. They started by defining the value and then    
followed with their understanding of what the value means. Then the    
students shared a video on the prideful ant, in which an ant learns to be 
humble and help others. They performed a skit showing what it means to 
have humility as 
well as gave a 
presentation 
about the   
meaning of        
humility. They 
finished their 
chapel by       
inviting the    
entire school to 
sing a song 
about humility. 

  

 

CVLD 
 

Christian Values &          

Leadership Development 

Nicole Daniels - Director 

———–————                      

Humility 

Family Discussion Homework 

Please complete Family Discussion 
Homework each week with your child/

children. Each homeroom discusses the 
homework on Thursdays during CVLD 

class. 

 

“Humble yourselves before the 
Lord, and he will exalt you.” 

-James 4:10  

Please scan our CELA  
Social Media QR code if you 

haven't had a chance to   
follow CELA.  

CVLD Class Update 
The second week of Optimism included discussion on 1 Thessalonians 

5:18 and many real-life scenarios where students identified the            
opportunity to focus on the positive sides of things. Chapel families 
participated in an object lesson with a glass of water and an arrow   

representing the students’ outlook. See photo below. 
 This week the study of humility began. Students explored the            

definition as well as several Bible passages. They played a timed trivia 
game  where one student was a clue giver and given a set of “phrases” 

that they must get their teammates to guess. The phrases had to do 
with words that to do with being humble. 

 
Humility     

Conversation 
Starter: 

 Ask Your 
Child Who 

Was Humble 
When Jesus 
Washed His 
Disciples’ 

Feet.  



Basketball Season Update 

 CELA Alumni Feature 

Mathew Chu 

•What is your name, current age, and current school?  My name is Mathew Chu. I am 17 years old 

and attend Panther Creek High School.  

•What is your favorite memory at CELA? My favorite memory at CELA would likely be playing Mike 

Teavee in Willy Wonka during my 6th grade year. It was my first time being in a play, and working 

with everyone for a few months to make it happen was fun, even if the practices seemed to last 

forever. I was happy with my performance and I thought that everyone did great.  

•How did CELA best prepare you for your education? I believe that CELA best prepared me for my education through the leader-

ship opportunities found everywhere. From working with my fellow classmates to putting on a chapel to preparing for a public 

speaking assignment in front of my class, these opportunities helped me with similar activities in my high school life. These expe-

riences are something that is hard to find anywhere else, especially in a middle school.  

• What was your favorite class? My favorite class would likely be Algebra II. We had a small class so it was very engaging. I am 

slightly biased because I have always liked math classes, but working with my peers on math challenges while being helped by 

my teacher made the class memorable.  

• What was your favorite extracurricular activity? My favorite extracurricular activity was running cross country. We would prac-

tice after school and run the trails across the street. Running with friends and also going to the races was something I will not 

forget, and I continued to run cross country once I got to high school.  

Contact Us 

CELA: (262) 691-4321 

W262 N4685 Ryan Street 

Pewaukee, WI  53072 

 

Website: 

www.CELAedu.org 

Office Staff: 

Heather Grindatti 
Director of School Operations 
heather.grindatti@celaedu.org 
 
Nicole Daniels 
Director of CVLD 
nicole.daniels@celaedu.org 
 
Laura Baker 
Administrator of Outreach and  
Enrollment 
laura.baker@celaedu.org 
 
Bonnie Wehnes / 
Jody McGhee 
Administrative Office Staff 
bonnie.wehnes@celaedu.org 
jody.mcghee@celaedu.org 

 

The CELA basketball teams are finishing their season and learning a 
lot of fundamental skills. Throughout each practice and game, the 

players have only improved. The teams are hoping to finish up their 
season strong and come out with a few  more wins.  Come cheer on 
the CELA Lions at one of their upcoming games!  Special thanks to 
Mr. Clowers and Mrs. Thoele for coaching along with many parents 

who have stepped up to      
assist. It is appreciated! 

Upcoming Games 

January 30                                    

Home Game Against University 

Lake School                            

Girls Team - 4:00 pm                   

Boys A and B Team - 5:00 pm 

February 1                                

Home Against  Aquinas          

Girls Team - 4:00 pm  

February 11                              

7th and 8th Grade Girls and 

Boys Conference Tournament  

University Lake School         

Time: TBA     


