
From the Desk of Mrs. Grindatti… 
 Happy New Year CELA Families!  We 
have had a great start back to school after 
Christmas break and everyone is back 
into the routine of school!  It is MAP test-
ing time again and we have had a really 
good week.  MAP (Measures of Academic 
Progress) is a national testing database 
that is widely used in the United States 
and in Wisconsin.  We use this data to 
evaluate our students progress and im-
prove instruction for individuals, class-
rooms, by grade level, and for the school 
as a whole and compare our students in-
dividual improvement to personal past 
performance.  We are seeing our students 
putting forth their best effort and truly ap-
preciate you making sure that they have a good nights rest and good nutri-
tion going into the testing day.  We plan to complete the MAP testing next 
week and are thankful that our students have been healthy and here this 
week! Thank you for continuing to support and encourage your child to do 
their absolute best! 

“Encourage one another and build each other up.”  

1 Thessalonians 5:11 
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Events  
Calendar 

January   

• January 16 

       NO SCHOOL 

• January 24 

  Spelling Bee @ 2:00  

   4K - 4th Grade CELA   

  Basketball Starts 

 February  

• February 3 

       School Spirit Day/Pep    

   Rally @ 2:30 pm  

 “For I can do all things through Christ, who gives me strength.” – Philippians 4:13  

Join Us for Chapel     

Service   

January 18 

CVLD Theme: Humility 

-Led By the Sixth Grade Class 

January 25 

CVLD Theme: Humility  

-Led By Mr. Hays 

Welcome New   
Students! 

We welcome the following 
new students to CELA.  

Kinnin Tiede - 3K 

Emily Kemper - 3K 

Louis Misiewicz - 3K 

 



 

CELA    
Christmas 

Party  

 

 
On Friday, January 6    

CELA had their All 
School Christmas Par-
ty. It was postponed 

due to CELA being off 
on December 22. Our 

staff and students had  
a wonderful time          

participating in the      
party. Special thanks to 
the Lion’s Pride Parent 
Group for organizing 

this event.  

 

 

Happy 
New Year! 

We wish 
our CELA 
families a 
wonderful 
new year. 
Welcome 

2023! 



 

 

  

SAVE THE DATE! 

CELA Spelling Bee 

January 24, 2023 

2:00 pm 

 

 

Just a Reminder! 

CELA 4K - 4th Grade       
Basketball Starts the Week 

of January 23!    

     



 

New Library 
Books Arrive 

Thank you to our CELA 
families for purchasing 
books from our Literati 
Book Fair this fall. With 

the profit CELA received, 
we were able to           

purchase books for our 
school and classroom 
libraries. Check out the 

school's new library 
books in the pictures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Library              
Volunteers    

Needed 
Have you ever thought about volunteer-
ing in the CELA library? Helping in the    

library is a great way to meet other parents 
and get to know the students at CELA. 

Wednesdays and Thursdays are the days 
that students come with their classes to 
check out books. Typically, we start by 

reading a book to the elementary school 
kids. Then, they have time to find 

books and check them out.  Middle school 
classes have "Book Buddies" with the 

younger students every other week during 
the middle school library times. The first 

time you volunteer, we will teach you how 
to log-in to the library system, check-in/out 

books, and search for books. No prior li-
brary experience is needed. It's easy to 

learn. If you are able to come in about ten 
minutes early, that would be helpful. If you 

have an interest in helping in the library, we 
would love for you to come try it out! It's 

great to make library time fun and to foster 
a love of reading! 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/10C084FAAAB2AA5FA7-library 



    Classroom Happenings 
 

4K Students Learn 
Spanish Vocabulary  

Mrs. Blahnik’s 4K Spanish class 
started a clothing unit after 

Christmas break. As you can see, 
they had a hands-on experience 

by dressing “Marta” the           
mannequin in class. Their new 

vocabulary words can be found in 
the song “Ponte los zapatos”. 

The students know the song well 
and will be able to tell you what 
“date prisa” means. Be sure to 

ask them.  

 

 

 

Sixth Grade Math Class Challenged by Number Lines 

 

Mrs. Recht’s Sixth Grade Math 
class is working hard to master 
integers, rational numbers and 

the coordinate plane. This week in 
math class, they worked in small 
groups to write and arrange many 

positive and negative fractions 
and decimals on their number 

lines. It was a challenge, but neat 
seeing students work together to 

master the skill. Well done,      
students.  



    Classroom Happenings 
       

PE Class with 
Mrs. Thoele 

Mrs. Thoele enjoys motivating her     
students in PE class. In each unit, she 
teaches students the qualities that are 
important in daily life. Those qualities 

are teamwork, cooperation, goal-setting, 
and problem-solving techniques. 

 
The tumbling and gymnastics unit     

emphasizes fun, fitness, and fundamen-
tals through a variety of teaching    

methods. Students participated in a 
number of interesting and challenging 
activities that promoted thinking and 
problem solving. Mrs. Thoele enjoys 

watching her students work together to 
problem solve. Way to go, students!  

 

 

Third Grade        
Experience       

Cultures 
Around the 

World 
The third graders started a new 
lesson in Social Studies called 
Cultures Around the World. In 

this lesson, students read about 
the lives of children in six       

different countries and discov-
ered how their lives are different 

and similar. They located the 
countries on a world map and 
played a game reviewing what 
they learned. They even did a 
Venn diagram explaining what 
they learned. It was a lot of fun!  



 

 

 

 

 

Seventh Grade Chapel Service 
The seventh graders hosted this week’s chapel on Optimism. There are 
so many synonyms that convey the value of Optimism, so the class wanted 
to cover the spectrum. They each chose two verses that mentioned key 
words like, “hope”, “enthusiasm”, “outlook”, and used those verses during 

chapel.  

They wanted the 
whole school to 
sing on stage 
with them so that 
the energy would 
be felt through-
out! They also 
picked a book 
that expressed 
virtues like 
“positivity” in  
order to reach the 
younger            
audience.  Thank 
you, seventh 
graders! Well 
done!  

 

 

CVLD 
 

Christian Values &          

Leadership Development 

Nicole Daniels - Director 

———–————                      

Optimism  

Family Discussion Homework 

Please complete Family Discussion 
Homework each week with your child/

children. Each homeroom discusses the 
homework on Thursdays during CVLD 

class. 

"Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give to you. Not as the world gives 
do I give to you. Let not your hearts 

be troubled, neither let them be 
afraid."  

-John 14:27  

Please scan our CELA  
Social Media QR code if you 

haven't had a chance to   
follow CELA.  

CVLD Class Update 
Our last two weeks before Christmas break focused on Joy and Jesus’ 
birth. The students talked about the definition of joy and our only true 

source of joy…Jesus. Chapel families made JOY ornaments. We began 
our study of Christian Optimism on January 3. Looking at the definition 

and discussing real life scenarios have helped us better understand 
this value. The seventh grade class will lead us in a chapel service 

about Optimism on Wednesday, January 11.  
Our Bible verses are 1 John 2:15
-17, Matthew 6:22, and Romans 

12:12.  
 

Conversation Starter:  
Ask Your Child How They Can 

Remain Optimistic in a Bad     
Situation. 



Basketball Season Update 

 CELA New Staff Feature 

Sarah Nienhuis 
Hello! My name is Sarah Nienhuis.  We recently moved 

into the area and I’m so excited to teach music to CELA’s 

students!  After 17 years of teaching in the public schools, 

I finally have the chance to combine my core values and 

beliefs with what I teach every day.  I truly believe that God 

has brought me to this school, and I can’t wait to see what 

He has in store for us as we learn music together. 

My background includes 9 years of teaching K-5 music with a few years of middle 

school general music, and 8 years of teaching high school choir.  My main         

instrument is the voice, and I love instilling in my students that yes, everyone can sing! In the general  music class-

room, I have vast experience teaching African drumming, Orff, recorder, movement, solfege, basic music theory and 

music history.  Most of my adult life has also included singing on worship teams and using my gifts outside of the 

classroom as well. 

I am married to Dean, and we have 3 college-aged children, Sam, Elle and Jack.  We have a big, beautiful Bernese 

Mountain dog named Grizzly and a couple of stuck-up cats.  We love to travel and in the past few years, we have 

started to use an RV to see all the beauty the US has to offer. I love reading and listening to books, hiking, and       

exploring, and eating fancy food. I’m also going to start singing on the worship team at our new church home. 

Contact Us 

CELA: (262) 691-4321 

W262 N4685 Ryan Street 

Pewaukee, WI  53072 

 

Website: 

www.CELAedu.org 

Office Staff: 

Heather Grindatti 
Director of School Operations 
heather.grindatti@celaedu.org 
 
Nicole Daniels 
Director of CVLD 
nicole.daniels@celaedu.org 
 
Laura Baker 
Administrator of Outreach and  
Enrollment 
laura.baker@celaedu.org 
 
Bonnie Wehnes / 
Jody McGhee 
Administrative Office Staff 
bonnie.wehnes@celaedu.org 
jody.mcghee@celaedu.org 

 

The CELA basketball teams are half way through the season and off to a 
great start. The players have won several games and lost several games, 
but are enjoying the season playing with their friends. All players have 

grown in their fundamental skills and are improving in each practice. The 
teams are hoping for several more wins now that they have several        

practices and games under their belt. Come cheer on the CELA Lions at 
one of their upcoming games!   

 

Upcoming Games 

January 17                            

Away Game Against Brookfield 

Christian                                            

Girls Team - 4:00 pm                           

Boys A Team -  7:00 pm  

January 24                                       

Home Game Against SWCHA  

Girls Team - 4:30 pm                   

Boys B Team - 5:30 pm                    

Boys A Team - 6:30 pm     

January 26                               

Home Against Brookfield            

Christian                                        

Boys B Team - 4:30 pm      


