
From the Desk of Mrs. Grindatti… 
Hello CELA Families, 

You will be receiving your child’s report card 
today.  As you look it over and discuss it with 
your child, keep in mind our guiding            
philosophy… We accomplish continual 
growth in each child by comparing each 
child’s improving performance to their own 
prior performance.  This process provides 
ongoing motivation for all of our students to 
continually grow in who they are and who 
they can become!  Also, educating the 
“whole” child through our three pillars:      
Academic Excellence, Christian Values, and 
Leadership Development, is what truly makes 
CELA a unique and dynamic learning          
environment.  All of this cannot happen   
without a strong family support system and 
your continued partnership with us. Working 
together, our students will continue to grow, 
discover, and learn using their God-given 

abilities and talents and be motivated to reach their highest potential, while   
having fun at the same time! Thank you again for entrusting your children to us 
each day and for your continued partnership and support.  They are worth it!! 

“Train up a child in the way they should go, 
and when they are old they will not depart 
from it.”  Proverbs 22:6 
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Events  
Calendar 

December  

• December 2 

        Report Cards Go Home 

• December 8  

        Christmas Concert @ 6:00   

• December 9 

   Picture Retake Day  

• December 22 

        All School Christmas             

   Party @ 1:45 pm 

• December 23 - January 3 

   Christmas Break  

 “For I can do all things through Christ, who gives me strength.” – Philippians 4:13  

Join Us for Chapel     

Service   

December 7  

CVLD Theme: Christmas Concert 

Rehearsal 

-Led By Ms. Damianov and     

CELA Students 

December 14 

CVLD Theme: Gratitude 

-Led By Fifth Grade Class 

Special Thanks  

Thank you to Mr. Turchin for making 
the stable for the Christmas parade 

in Waukesha.  
We look       
forward to   
portraying the   
Nativity scene 
during the    
parade. 



 

CELA Christmas Concert  

COMING SOON! 

Thursday, December 8th at 6pm.   

All are welcome to attend! 

The concert will feature our 3K-5th grade 
classes and our orchestra and band      

students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CELA                      
All School      

Christmas Party 
 The CELA Christmas Party is right around 
the corner and we need your help. Please 
consider volunteering the day of the party. 
Lion’s Pride is still looking for volunteers. 

Contact Jen Knuth at                             
jknuth4@hotmail.com.  

If you can not make it that day to             
volunteer, please consider making a        

financial contribution to the party. Please 
Venmo Lindsay Oksiuta (on behalf of      

Lion’s Pride) @lindsay-oksiuta or drop off 
cash at the office with Ms. McGhee.  

     

 

 

  



 

CELA Holiday 
Events and 

Dates 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s a BIG Weekend! 

Please mark your 
calendars for these     

special holiday 
events!  

 

 

Pottery Paint Night at CELA 
 

On November 29th CELA 
held a Pottery Paint Night 

after school. We had a 
great turnout! The Paint 
Night  supported the 8th 

grade Washington DC trip. 
There were several        

options to choose from 
and all supplies were   
provided. It was a fun 
night for families. All 
painted items will be      

returned to CELA and sent 
home with students      

mid-December! The event 
was hosted by Creative         

License.  Thank you to all 
the families that came.  

 

 

 



    Classroom Happenings 
 

Fifth Grade Dissects 
Owl Pellets  

Fifth grade students reviewed the idea that energy is 
neither created nor destroyed, but instead           

transferred from one form to another, by dissecting 
an owl pellet to identify what owls eat. Then they 

created a diagram for how the owl received its     
energy through the food it eats. The diagram       

displayed how energy transferred from the sun to 
plants (which use the sun's energy for                 

photosynthesis), to a mouse (which eats the plant 
material and gets the energy from the plants’       

material) to the owl (which eats the mouse and gets 
the energy that has been transferred through all the 

previous organisms).  

Since the transfer of energy between parts of an 
ecosystem cannot be seen, students learn that  
models, like diagrams, are used to describe the   

process. Their diagram modeled how the energy in 
owls' food was once energy from the sun. What a 

fun investigation!  

 

 

Second Grade Students Make Oobleck 

 

The second grade students are 
learning about matter in                

science.  Students had a chance to 
explore Oobleck to determine if it is 

a solid or a liquid.  The students 
were asked what they thought 

Oobleck was and wrote down their 
ideas, constructed a hypothesis, 
and made observations after they 
made the Oobleck. Finally, they   

reported their results.  

The central focus of this lesson and 
experiment emphasized higher 

thinking, collaborative learning, and 
discussion regarding the Scientific 

Method. It also involved                 
understanding the properties of 
matter, specifically solids and      

liquids, while introducing a new 
substance that behaves as both. 

 

 



    Classroom Happenings 
 

Eighth Grade      
Geometry Students 
Design Apartments 
The 8th grade geometry students spent the 
last several days designing the floor plan of 

an apartment complex that consisted of 
seven different variations of apartments. 
The students worked in small groups to  

design a floorplan for one of the            
apartments. Then, the groups had to design 
an apartment complex floor that consisted 
of seven apartment units by using a series 
of translations, reflections, rotations and 

dilations. After their apartment was       
completed, they calculated square footage 

of their apartments and decided on how 
much they would rent each of their       

apartments for. The projects turned out 
great and there were some creative        

floorplans!   

 

 

Announcements with Chapel Buddies  
Starting Trimester II, older   

students started                      
announcements with their 

chapel buddies. Every morning 
and afternoon announcements 

are recorded LIVE in our       
studio! The older students 

write their own script while the 
younger students write their 

own prayer. The  older         
students encourage and help 
their chapel buddies say the 
prayer during announcement 

time. It is an excellent           
opportunity for the older      

students to show leadership.  

After the announcements are 
done, a private video link is 
sent home to the parents. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Wednesday Chapel Service 
On Wednesday 

the students and 
staff participated 

in a chapel service 
led by Mr. Hays, 

our Middle School 
Social Studies 
Teacher. This 

week Mr. Hays’ 
message was 

about Gratitude 
and Thanksgiving. 
Since we are now 
in the season of 
Advent, students 
and staff sang the 
song Emmanuel 
God is With Us 

(version by Chris 
Tomlin). The students and staff learned about the importance of God’s presence in 
their lives and being grateful for the gifts God has given them. The story of Jacob 

meeting his twin brother Esau from the book of Genesis retaught the lesson of grati-
tude.  

*Every other Wednesday a class leads the service in song, Scripture, and  often times 

a skit or two based on the Christian value they are studying during CVLD class. We 

welcome families to attend every chapel service. We hope to see you then! 

 

 

CVLD 
 

Christian Values &          

Leadership Development 

Nicole Daniels - Director 

———–————                      

 

Family Discussion Homework 

Please complete Family Discussion 
Homework each week with your child/

children. Each homeroom discusses the 
homework on Thursdays during CVLD 

class 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“But be sure to fear the Lord and serve 
him faithfully with all your heart; consider 
what great things he has done for you.” 

-I Samuel 12:24 

Please scan our CELA  
Social Media QR code if you 

haven't had a chance to   
follow CELA.  

Picture Retake Day 

 
Don’t forget Picture Day is        

Friday, December 9th. We will 
start first thing in the morning. 

Thank you!  
  



Basketball Season Update 

 New Faculty and Staff at CELA   

Cassandra Dama - 5K Teacher 

• Ever since I was little, I knew I wanted to be a teacher. Teaching is 
what I love to do and it is what I feel I was called by God to do.  

• The littlest learners are my favorite learners to work with. I feel 
that each child is a unique creation of God and I love their enthusiasm 
and their joy for life.  

• As an educator it is my mission to motivate, encourage, inspire, 
and support students by providing a secured, safe, and loving envi-
ronment to educate them spiritually, emotionally, socially, and cogni-
tively so they continue to build a foundation that they will continue to 
carry with them. 

•  I am so grateful and blessed to be a part of the amazing team at   
CELA. 

• My favorite family activities are camping, fishing, and bowling.  

• My hobbies include reading great books, swimming, and 
cooking, especially trying new recipes and techniques.  

 

Contact Us 

CELA: (262) 691-4321 

W262 N4685 Ryan Street 

Pewaukee, WI  53072 

 

Website: 

www.CELAedu.org 

Office Staff: 

Heather Grindatti 
Director of School Operations 
heather.grindatti@celaedu.org 
 
Nicole Daniels 
Director of CVLD 
nicole.daniels@celaedu.org 
 
Laura Baker 
Administrator of Outreach and  
Enrollment 
laura.baker@celaedu.org 
 
Bonnie Wehnes / 
Jody McGhee 
Administrative Office Staff 
bonnie.wehnes@celaedu.org 
jody.mcghee@celaedu.org 

 

 

The Middle School Boys Basketball teams are 
preparing for their first game on Tuesday,   

December 6th here at CELA against Washing-
ton Home School. Come out and cheer them 
on! The fifth and sixth grade team will play at 

5:30pm and the seventh and eighth grade 
team will play at 6:30pm.  

Special thanks to Mr. Clowers and Mr. 
Heinzelman for coaching and Mr. Fischer, Mr. 

McClellan and Mr. Stevens for helping.  

The girls started their 
first practice on        

Monday, November 21 
after school, and their 
first game will be on 

Tuesday December 13th 
at St. Paul’s              

Oconomowoc at 
4:15pm. Go,                
CELA Lions!  

Special thanks to Mrs. 
Thoele and Mrs.         

Molaison for coaching.  


