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School, and replace the gym floor at Ixonia Elementary
School.  

Question two included projects to renovate spaces
within Oconomowoc High School for the music and
arts programs, expand OHS with new cafeteria seating
space, and expand OHS with new physical education
spaces to replace the spaces being renovated for the
music and arts programs.

“Our students and staff are grateful to our commu-
nity for their support in addressing the infrastructure
needs at OHS and the space constraints at Ixonia Ele-
mentary School. We will continue to have space con-
straints at our high school, and our team is committed
to exploring all possible avenues to address those
needs over the coming months,” said OASD Superin-
tendent Mike Sereno in a statement.

OASD School Board President James Wood said in a
statement, “I want to thank everyone from our com-
munity who engaged, became informed, and voted into
place our direction in Tuesday’s election. Our commu-
nity has always backed smart, incremental improve-
ments to our district in support of our vision to
become an unrivaled learning community. We will con-
tinue to work with the resources provided and bring
back the opportunities to address capacity and the
functionality of our 1965 High School when the sup-
port meets the needs.”

The OASD will begin more formal planning for the
approved referendum projects immediately with the
request for proposal process for construction manage-
ment. Information about the progress of these facility
projects will be shared on the OASD website at
www.oasd.org/Facilities until their completion.

MADISON (AP) — Republican state Rep. Dan Knodl
defeated a Democratic attorney to win an open Senate
seat in Tuesday’s special election, creating a GOP super-
majority in the chamber.

Knodl defeated Jodi Habush Sinykin in the 8th Dis-
trict race. The seat represents Milwaukee’s northern
suburbs and has leaned red for years. It came open after
longtime Republican incumbent Alberta Darling decid-
ed to retire in November. Evers called a
special election to fill the position.

“This campaign has always been about
focusing on the issues, like rising prices,
crime, and education, and I am incredibly
grateful to the voters of the 8th Senate
District for placing their trust in me to
represent them in the Wisconsin State
Senate,” Knodl said in a statement
Wednesday.

“Whether you voted for me or my oppo-
nent, I intend to resolutely and faithfully represent all of
my constituents,” he said.

Knodl’s victory gives Senate Republicans 22 votes in
the 33-seat chamber. That’s enough to override a guber-
natorial veto in that house. A successful override takes
a two-thirds vote in the Senate and Assembly, however,
and Assembly Republicans remain two seats shy of the
66 they need.

Knodl’s win also gives Senate Republicans enough
votes to convict a civil officer, including the governor,
other constitutional officers such as the attorney gener-
al and judges in impeachment trials. Knodl has said he
probably would not support an attempt to impeach
Democratic Gov. Tony Evers.

The state constitution says civil officers can be
impeached, including the governor, lieutenant governor
and judges. A February analysis from the Legislative
Reference Bureau concluded that other constitutional
officers such as the attorney general and the state
schools superintendent can be impeached as well.

Knodl has said he’s not interested in impeaching
Evers, saying he has been able to work with the gover-
nor. But he said he wants to impeach Milwaukee judges
for being too lenient on criminal defendants. That list
could include Milwaukee County Circuit Judge Janet
Protasiewicz, he said. She won Tuesday’s election to the
Supreme Court and will take the seat in August.

Knodl has also mentioned Milwaukee County District
Attorney John Chisholm. Republicans have criticized
the Democratic prosecutor for years as too soft on
crime. They’ve called for his job since he acknowledged
his office’s bail request for Darrell Brooks Jr. was far
too low.

Chisholm’s office requested a judge set bail at $1,000
for Brooks after he allegedly tried to run over his ex-
girlfriend with his SUV in November 2021. The judge
complied. Brooks posted the money and was released
from jail. Days later he drove his SUV through a Christ-
mas parade in Waukesha. Six people were killed and
dozens more were hurt.

Chisholm has said an assistant prosecutor handling
Brooks’ initial case never had access to his risk assess-
ment and shouldn’t have asked for such a low bail
amount.

Habush Sinykin, who holds a law degree from Har-
vard, worked as an attorney for Midwest Environmental
Advocates. She was a key litigator in a lawsuit challeng-
ing Wisconsin wolf hunters’ right to use dogs. An
appeals court ultimately rejected MEA’s arguments in
2014.
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WEST BEND — Wiscon-
sin U.S. Sen. Tammy Bald-
win, D-Madison, came to
West Bend on Wednesday
to stop at Moraine Park
Technical College for a
roundtable with local lead-
ers from the health care
and manufacturing fields,

students in
those fields
and West
Bend and the
county lead-
ers, to hear
about the
challenges
they are fac-
ing in

addressing
workforce shortages in the
area.

Local leaders spoke about
several issues, including
worker shortages affecting
everything from nursing to
manufacturing, and how
MPTC and local businesses
and organizations can part-
ner to help fill the skill gap
in today’s workforce to bet-
ter equip the next genera-
tion.

Health care
The first speakers were

from the health care indus-
try.

According to Froedtert
West Bend Hospital Presi-
dent Allen Ericson, one of
the biggest issues facing
the industry is not only a
shortage of workers over-
all.

“Our challenges begin
with entry level positions
in dietary and housekeep-
ing all the way up to the
more-skilled positions of
bedside nurses and radiolo-
gy, and all the way up to
physicians as well, and the
challenge finding all of
them,” said Ericson.

He said Froedtert values
their partnership with
MPTC for nursing and
other fields, but more work
is necessary to increase
interest in those programs.

“Pre-pandemic, if you
will, health care went from
the heroes to the villains in
about a month,” said Eric-
son. “I don’t know if the
levels of interest are back
up for those job opportuni-
ties as they were pre-pan-
demic.”

Aurora Advocate Health
PSA President Jessica
Bauer agreed, and said bol-
stering the health care
workforce is a top priority
for Aurora to address the
current staffing needs.

“Within Aurora, we have
done a lot to
try and gain
interest in the
workforce,
including
things like
increasing our
minimum
wage to $18 an
hour and a very robust
health and wellness pro-
gram,” said Bauer. “Despite
all of our efforts and part-
nerships in the community,
we still have a significant
gap to fill in open posi-
tions.”

Cedar Community CEO
Nicole Pretre said the
workforce shortage is the
greatest existential threat
to the health care field,
specifically nursing homes,
as 59 nursing homes have
closed in Wisconsin since
2016, and in 2022 over 18,000
people in Wisconsin were
delayed or denied long-
term care services due to
workforce shortages.

“It’s a very real situa-
tion,” said Pretre.

All three said that the
partnership they have with
MPTC is very valuable to
helping fill their staffing
needs, but more can be
done to ensure that they
are successful going for-
ward, and they hope that
expansion of the nursing
facilities in the MPTC sys-
tem, which were part of
MPTC’s successful ballot
referendum in the 2022
election, will help address
that.

Baldwin said she’s hope-
ful that expanding MPTC’s
campuses will help address
staffing, as a report she
had received on one of her
Senate committees suggest-
ed the issue is becoming

our ability to train staff
versus interest in the
health care field.

“The first hearing we
held in one of my commit-
tees this year was on the
health care shortage and
crisis,” said Baldwin. “It

echoed so much of
what you have
said as leaders,
with a little bit of
some good news
sprinkled in there.
I do feel like we
got a report that
the interest is

back, but our capacity to
train everybody who would
like to get into the field is
constrained.”

Manufacturing
Leaders from the manu-

facturing field discussed
the issues they are facing,
which are similar regard-
ing staffing shortages but
deal more with the skills
gap of the workforce itself.

“Some of the opportuni-
ties for improvement I have
identified with our hiring
struggles has been more in
the automation route, and
maintenance as well,” said
Milwaukee Tool Associate
Manager Human Resources
Ashley Picchiottino. “So,
focus on those two.”

She said because Milwau-
kee Tool focuses on innova-
tion, having workers with
an automation background
is important to keep driv-
ing that innovation and be
able to understand the pro-
cesses they create and use.
Additionally, maintenance
has an aging workforce and
bringing in new staff who
understands the machines
can be a challenge.

Regal Ware President
and CEO Ryan Reigle
agreed that automation
and maintenance are
areas to focus on, but
added that tool and die
makers, electricians and
entry level engineering in
all industries are needed.

“I think I can speak for
all of us here today that
there are an awful lot of
opportunities that we can
put people into right away
today,” said Reigle. “In the
five areas that we see
Moraine Park and techni-
cal colleges being able to
step in and fill gaps are
really just that, skill
gaps.”

According to Reigle,
MPTC can help fill the
gaps for the current work-
force, and look to the
future to better train the
next generation for manu-
facturing.

“Innovation is the key to
the future, we need to con-
tinually be innovating,
which attracts investment
back into the communi-
ties, which we are seeing
improve the quality of life
in our communities,” said
Reigle.

He said creating a public
private partnership
between technical col-
leges, like MPTC, and
local manufacturers would
be beneficial to all, as they
wouldn’t have to compete
for labor and could grow
the workforce together to
help fill positions for
everyone involved.

Another area to help
grow interest in manufac-
turing is to increase its
exposure as a viable field
at an earlier age in
schools, according to sev-
eral speakers.

“Everybody talked about
how early the seed needs
to be planted, and those
opportunities to expand
individual credit pro-
grams to plant the seed
and the spark of working
in manufacturing, work-
ing in health care and
working to build and
rebuild our state,” said
Baldwin. “The younger
that that starts and the
more encouraged they are
by parents, the better off
we will be.”
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Brandtjen announces
April budget listening

sessions
MADISON — State Rep. Janel Brandtjen, R-

Menomonee Falls, announced that she will be holding
two budget listening sessions for con-
stituents in District 22 during April.

According to the release, the first budget
listening session will be held from 6 to 7
p.m. on April 12 at the Menomonee Falls
Public Library, W156-N8436 Pilgrim Road,
and the second will be held from 6 to 7 p.m.
on April 13 at the Pauline Haass Public
Library, N64-W23820 Main St. in Sussex.

All District 22 constituents are encour-
aged to attend the listening sessions and voice their bud-
get concerns and ideas to Brandtjen.

Brandtjen

CELA students perform
‘Mary Poppins Jr.’ 

in Pewaukee 
PEWAUKEE — Christian Education Leadership

Academy students performed their spring musical
“Mary Poppins Jr.” on March 31. 

Students in grades 4k through 8th grade com-
prised the cast and crew. The students practiced
until 7 p.m. during the week and came in on Sat-
urday mornings. Practices for the production
started in November. 

The musical included a number of songs and
dance numbers while telling the story of Mary
Poppins. 

The students performed to an audience of more
than 250 people, and the next day, a matinee show
was performed for a crowd of 175 people including
families and staff. 

The title role of Mary Poppins was played by
eighth-grader Adeline Davis. 

Grayson Sewell/Daily News Staff

U.S. Sen. Tammy Baldwin speaks to health care, manufacturing and local leaders, as well as
past, current and prospective MPTC students, during a roundtable discussion at MPTC on
Wednesday.

Courtesy of Christian Education Leadership Academy 

Christian Education Leadership Academy students perform “Mary Poppins Jr.” In this picture, the students are portraying
the Banks children as they sing and dance. In the front from left to right are students Kendall Ford and Levi Daub. Ford
played Jane Banks and Daub played Michael Banks.

Mary Poppins and Michael Banks, played by Adeline Davis and
Levi Daub, perform “A Spoonful of Sugar.”


