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CommuteWISE
connects drivers
with bike routes,
carpoolers and
other resources
WAUKESHA — The

Southeastern Wisconsin
Regional Planning Commis-
sion is launching a new ini-
tiative that encourages a
shift from drive-alone com-
muting to cost-effective and
sustainable options like
riding the bus, carpooling
or biking. 

CommuteWISE will work
with employers and com-
muters to provide tools and
resources to enhance
access to jobs, reduce traf-
fic congestion, and improve

air quality, according to a
SEWRPC press release.  

According to the release,
CommuteWISE users will
enjoy the following bene-
fits: 

■ Match your trip with
those of others: Save
time, money and reduce
your impact by finding fel-
low residents and employ-
ees taking similar trips to
match a trip with. Simply
set your origin and destina-
tion for a regular or one-
time trip. CommuteWISE
Connect will match the
user with others who have
a similar travel plan. Users
can search and view poten-
tial trip matches that are
based upon a specific
radius from the origin, des-
tination and along the
route. Once an original
search has been entered,
users are able to easily

modify their search, save it
for later, or go back and
review their recent search-
es. Users should save and
share trips as “favorites” so
others can match with
them.

■ Explore your
options: CommuteWISE
Connect will provide a
range of travel options for
a user’s trip and the
impacts associated with
each choice. This will help
the user to make an
informed decision about
their trip.

■ Track your impact:
Users may track their trip
choices to see the impact
on their costs and local
environment, receive
rewards, and compete with
fellow residents and
employees in your area. By
tracking travel choices in a
diary, users will receive

digital badges that can be
shared on social media for
actions such as “first alter-
native trip logged” or “first
bicycle trip.” Top perform-
ers for each travel mode
will also be displayed on a
digital leaderboard. Track-
ing trips may also enter a
user in a contest or cam-
paign.

To learn more or to sign
up, go to
https://connect.commute-
wise.org/#/.
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Communications update: 
City had 23% increase 

in social media following
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WAUKESHA — The Common Council met on Tuesday
night, approving plans for a skate park improvement at Horeb
Springs Park, approving a intergovernmental agreement
between the city and Lake Country Fire &Rescue and hearing
a presentation on the city’s communication efforts with resi-
dents.

Horeb Springs skate park
As part of the city’s 2023 capital improvement projects bud-

get, the skate park at Horeb Springs Park, 330 Spring St., will
see a complete replacement of the original skate park equip-
ment. 

The new equipment proposal, which includes quarter
pipes, half pipes, grind rails and bank ramps, is $214,931,
according to city documents. 

“(The) Proposed design and equipment elements provide
high play value and ease of maintenance,” city documents
say.  

Waukesha and LCFR
The council approved an intergovernmental agreement for

a mutual exchange of services between the Waukesha Fire
Department and Lake Country Fire & Rescue (LCFR).

The purpose of the agreement is to effectuate and set the
parameters between the city and the LCFR Fire Board, as
LCFR is a consolidated fire district. 

The Waukesha Fire Department will provide technical res-
cue services to LCFR in exchange for assistance with dive res-
cue services. The agreement defines technical rescue services
as the provision of personnel, materials and equipment for
rescue in incidents such as “rope rescue, structural collapse
search and rescue, confined space search and rescue, and
trench and excavation search and rescue,” according to the
agreement.

Finance Committee documents say  this agreement will
avoid a future cost of adding dive rescue capabilities in the
Waukesha Fire Department.

“The parties desire to assist each other and share these ser-
vices without requiring additional payment or any further
obligation, monetary or otherwise,” the agreement says.

Assistance under this agreement is not mandatory, mean-
ing that an on-duty shift commander can decide if the per-
sonnel and equipment required by the requesting agency is
available. 

This comes as LCFR has struggled with staffing, leading to
increased response times over national standards and closure
of some stations since last summer. 

Communications presentation
The council also heard a presentation from city staff about

the city’s efforts to communicate and engage with residents. 
The city uses a combination of communication channels

such as its website, social media pages, e-newsletter, water
bill inserts and public events, among other channels like
activity guides to keep residents informed and updated on
city functions, assistant to the mayor and city administrator
Rebecca Pederson said. 

“Really we want to be just engaged in the dialogue,” Peder-
son said at the meeting. “We know that people will talk to
each other or talk to their neighbors, and if the information,
the correct information, the right information isn’t readily
available, sometimes issues are created or things spin off.”

The city has been updating and improving its use of social
media in recent years, seeing a 23% increase in total followers
to the city’s pages since 2021. The city has a total follower
count of 33,805 — this is up from 6,297 in 2018, the presenta-
tion says. 

Waukesha has the second most social media followers of
similarly-sized cities that the city generally compares itself
to. Waukesha is second to Appleton. 

“(Social media) is the fastest, quickest, easiest, cheapest
way for us to get the word out to a lot of people,” Pederson
said. “I think we especially saw the value of that, we’ve talked
about this before, when we had a tragedy happen or when
there’s a weather issue, with garbage, or something like that.”

In 2022, the city’s top post was a “we will never forget post”
on the anniversary of the parade tragedy, which reached
198,000 people. 

The Common Council will meet again on Feb. 23, according
to the city’s website. 
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NORTH LAKE — State Sen. Chris
Kapenga, R-Delafield, and State Rep.
Cindi Duchow, R-Town of Delafield, will
hold a listening session on Wednesday,
Feb. 22. 

“I am looking forward to seeing both
familiar and new faces as we host our first

listening session of 2023,” Kapenga said
in a press release. “This is always a great
opportunity to hear from and discuss the
issues that are important to you.”

The session will be held from 7 to 8 p.m.
at the Merton Town Hall Library, N76-
W31429 County Highway VV.

MENOMONEE FALLS — The School Dis-
trict of Menomonee Falls Board of Educa-
tion will extend a one-year contract through
the 2023-24 school year to current Interim
Superintendent James Heiden, according to
a post on the district’s Facebook page.

The additional one-year contract will give
the district stable leadership and support,
allowing the board to continue active
recruitment to hire a permanent superin-
tendent, the post says. 

“Dr. Heiden has done a tremendous job

in the past six months he has served as
interim superintendent. He is, by far, the
best person to continue the board’s com-
mitment to stability,” said Eric Pelzer,
board president. “We are fortunate to have
his leadership experience to steer us
toward success.”

Last fall, the board launched a search for a
permanent superintendent with the execu-
tive search firm HYA. 

The board is scheduled to vote on Heiden’s
extension Monday.

MENOMONEE FALLS — Develop-
ers are proposing two multi-family
buildings and 14 single-family homes
near the intersection of Good Hope
Road and Appleton Avenue, saying
that this lot should be built at a high-
er density, but some members of the
Plan Commission disagree.

The Plan Commission met Tuesday
evening to discuss the developer’s
conceptual plan.

The proposal outlines two multi-
family buildings along Good Hope
Road, parking between the two build-
ings, plus 14 cottage-style homes with
attached garages at the south end of
the lot.

Currently, the multi-family build-
ings are designed to be three stories
tall and mimic a development across
the street, village documents show.
The developer has not yet specified
how many units will be in each build-
ing. 

There are two entry and exit points
to the development, one onto Good
Hope and one onto Mary Dale Drive,
which connects to Appleton. While
having multiple entry and exit points
could be necessary for fire safety,
commissioners said, the development
may bring too much traffic to Mary
Dale Drive, which currently has sin-
gle-family homes upon it. 

“I don’t think this is a good develop-
ment for this area, I think it should be
homes,” Trustee Paul Tadda.

Developer Scott Simon said that,
given his research, he thinks that this
is the best location for this type of
development.

“I know that you have many areas it
can go, but for places where multi-
family, from a proper planning per-
spective, we thought it should go here,
where it has the access points and
where the residents will be shopping
in Menomonee Falls itself,” Simon
said.

The Plan Commission did not take
any official action on the matter. 

Courtesy of Christian Education Leadership Academy 

Student Kendall Dollak votes on her favorite quote from Machiavelli’s “The Prince.”

Seventh-grade class 
at CELA studies

Renaissance 
PEWAUKEE — Seventh-graders at Christian Educa-

tion Leadership Academy (CELA), W262-N4685 Ryan
St., are in a Medieval History class. 

This week, the students traveled to Renaissance Flo-
rence, they visited Leonardo Da Vinci’s workshop, and
read his secret mirror writing, and students went
shopping with florins at the Mercato Nuovo. 

The seventh-graders also learned real politik from
Machiavelli, they helped Brunelleschi make the most
famous dome of the Renaissance for the cathedral,
they attempted to sculpt David’s eye in the style of
Michelangelo and learned how to paint in a three-
dimensional style from Botticelli. 

Student Jackson Fischer creates an eye from modeling clay
based on Michelangelo’s famous sculpture of David.
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