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BROOKFIELD — North
Shore Bank announced the
bank’s February communi-
ty give-back program Bank
on Kindness, along with its
annual Race for the Hungry,
raised a total of nearly
$9,000 to support local
efforts of Wisconsin non-
profit hunger relief organi-
zations. 

The program, which ran
from Feb. 7-20, raised dona-
tions for local pantries of
their choice. The program
fundraised with a commu-
nity-focused website creat-
ed by North Shore Bank. 

In addition to matching
$500 of donated funds for
each of the participating
food pantries, the commu-
nity bank participated in
volunteer activities, help-
ing sort through donated
food items at pantries. The
bank also held its annual
Race for the Hungry and
covered the cost of grocery
items collected in the race,
which were donated to
these food pantries. 

The following food
pantries across Wisconsin
shared in contributions
through North Shore
Bank’s February Bank on
Kindness program: 

■ Milwaukee Christian
Center in Milwaukee 

■ Hunger Task Force in

Milwaukee 
■ Food Pantry of Wauke-

sha County in Waukesha
■ Grace Welcome Center

in Kenosha
■ Racine County Food

Bank in Racine
■ Family Sharing of

Ozaukee County in Grafton
■ Sussex Outreach Ser-

vices in Sussex

■ Paul’s Pantry in Green
Bay

■ St. Joseph’s Food Pro-
gram, Inc. in Menasha

“We are so thankful to
our community members
for their generosity in sup-
porting these local food
pantries,” said Susan
Doyle, senior vice president
of retail banking at North

Shore Bank. “We are
thrilled that together we
were once again able to
raise incredible funds in

such a short amount of
time. We look forward to
announcing other Bank on
Kindness nonprofit part-

ners later this year so we
can continue to assist those
in our communities who
need support.” 
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WAUKESHA — Success
was sweeter the second time
around for Evan Wetzel of
Waukesha.

In 2020, Wetzel, 24, unex-
pectedly finished third in the
Slumberland American
Birkebeiner Classic.

This year, he finished third
once again.

Known as “The Birkie,” the
race is a 55-kilometer cross
country ski race up and over
hills and around turns for
about 35 miles through the
Chequamegon National For-
est along US Highway 63
between Cable and Hayward,
Wisconsin.

The largest cross-country
race in North America, The
Birkie is considered one of
the most challenging courses
on the World Loppet Interna-
tional Tour of 20 cross coun-
try ski events in Europe and
Asia.

Wetzel is among more than
10,000 skiers from the U.S.
and the world who compete
in races during the three-day
event that attracts tens of
thousands of visitors to
northern Wisconsin on the
last weekend in February.

Wetzel did not expect to fin-
ish as high as third in 2020,
but his goal this year was to
repeat the feat of finishing
among the top three racers.

He finished in 2 hours, 54
minutes, and 21 seconds,
barely four seconds ahead of
fourth place Danny Sonnen-
tag of Cambridge, Wisconsin,
and about two and half min-
utes behind winner Leo Hipp
of Minneapolis.

“This year was more fun,”
Wetzel said. “There was more
pressure, most of it I put on
myself. It was a good run for
me. I got a good start. I was
feeling pretty good. My skis
were feeling pretty good.”

The nearly 5,500 racers ski-
ing in classic and skate style
competitions are grouped at
the starting line in waves
based on the skiers’ best
times and competition expe-
rience.

The first wave off the start-
ing line is the elite wave
where Wetzel had positioned
himself behind Hipp.

Within the first five miles
of uphill climbing, Wetzel,
who has skied since he was
four years old, was among
the top five racers who had
separated themselves from
the pack of skiers behind
them.

Along the 35-foot wide trail
there are aid stations where
volunteers hand energy
drinks and snacks to skiers
as they pause briefly and
then resume racing.

Near the Mosquito Brook
aid station, about 25 miles
into the race, Sonnentag
briefly overtook Wetzel.

“I was pacing myself. I
knew as long as I had the
leaders in sight, I was OK,”
Wetzel explained.

Wetzel regained third place
during the last series of
uphill climbs before the
course flattens out as it cross-

es Lake Hayward and heads
towards the downtown busi-
ness district.

The finish is challenging
and colorful.

As the skiers approach
downtown from the east, they
must climb up and over a
snow-covered wooden bridge
over Highway 63 and descend
onto snow-covered Main
Street for a sprint to the fin-
ish in front of thousands of
spectators lined three and
four deep on both sides of the
street, many of them clang-
ing cowbells and blowing air
horns.

‘It hit me that I had 
to get going’

About 30 feet from the
bridge, Wetzel looked over
his shoulders and saw anoth-
er skier close behind.

“It hit me that I had to get
going,” he said. “I took a
depth breath, skied up the
bridge, tucked down the hill,
and then sprinted as fast as
possible down Main Street.”

Wetzel recalls the Christ-
mas when his parents — also
avid skiers — gave him his
first set of skies when he was
four years old.

Born in Eau Claire but
raised in Waukesha, he
attended Catholic Memorial
High School, where he was a
member of the Peak Nordic
high school ski team.

Peak Nordic Ski Club
offers competitive training
and racing programs for mid-
dle and high school athletes
representing more than a
dozen school districts in
Waukesha County.

While studying to become a
physical therapist, Wetzel
trains all year for competi-
tive events in Wisconsin,
Minnesota and Michigan.

During the winter, he skies
almost daily — up to three to
four hours on weekend days
— at Lapham Peak State Park
where snow-making equip-
ment assures snow-covered
trails regardless of winter
weather

In the summer, he bikes,
hikes and jogs.

Wetzel and his parents
have participated in The
Birkie for 13 years.

According to registration
records, more than 300 par-
ticipants and spectators from
Waukesha County attend the
event annually.
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Torah Tots, a Jewish preschool, is now enrolling students at the Chabad of Waukesha, Brookfield, 1275 N. Barker Road.
Torah Tots teaches children about the Jewish faith and culture.

Waukesha skier
succeeds at 

‘The Birkie’ again
Places third in 55-kilometer

cross country ski race
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Evan Wetzel of Waukesha
placed third in the Slumber-
land American Birkebeiner
Classic in the last weekend in
February for the second year.
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BROOKFIELD — Torah
Tots, a Jewish preschool, is
now enrolling at the Chabad
of Waukesha, Brookfield,
1275 N. Barker Road. 

Director Fraidy Brook
said she has always been an
early childhood educator
and education has always
been a passion. 

She has taught for 15
years in New York and for
the past eight years was a
teacher at Jewish Begin-
nings, a preschool in White-
fish Bay.

Brook said the time was
right since COVID-19 cases
are decreasing and more
parents are going to work in
person. 

“I was seeing the need for
quality child care made me
feel like this was a good
time,” she said. 

She added there wasn’t a
Jewish preschool in Wauke-
sha County until now.
Brook felt passionate about
providing the opportunity
to parents in the county.

“They are looking for a
preschool, not just a child
care center,” Brook said.

Alina Rehm has a nearly
2-year-old son enrolled in
the preschool. She agrees
there is not a child care cen-
ter in the area that com-
pares to what Torah Tots
offers, which is the Jewish
element.

Rehm became connected
to Brook through her work
at Jewish Beginnings.
Rehm wanted her future
children to learn about the
Jewish culture.  

“I don’t really trust people
with my kids but knowing,
Brook and how they take
care of children made me
feel better,” Rehm said.

The preschool will be
offered to children from six
weeks to 5 years old. 

What students will learn
Teachers at Torah Tots

will engage learners in the
Reggio Emilia-inspired
approach of teaching,
which is student-centered
and self-guided. 

“We should always be
growing but brain develop-

ment is the key time during
the early childhood years,”
Brook said. 

Brook said the preschool
staff pays close attention to
how the classroom is set up
and what the space looks
like. She added staff strives
for a feeling of “home”
because there is a strong
connection between home
and school.

The preschool is play-
based with pre-literacy, logi-
cal components to prepare
the student for kinder-
garten. 

Brook said everything
from building blocks to
sand is used as an educa-
tional tool.

Jewish culture
Judaism will be immer-

sive in the preschool,
according to Brook, and stu-
dents will learn about Jew-
ish celebrations through
songs and the language
used. 

“There is joy when it
comes to Judaism,” she
said. 

Students talk about
“mitzvah,” which means

good deed. The class sings
a song when a child shares
or there are other acts of
kindness. 

Rehm said her son paints,
sings songs, plays basket-
ball and other fun activities
in addition to learning
about the Jewish faith. 

“I came to pick him up
and he was making hamen-
tashen and it is awesome,”
Rehm said.

Hamentashen are triangle
cookies with filling in the
middle. The cookie symbol-
izes Haman’s triangular hat
and the Jewish people’s vic-
tory over Haman. Rehm
said the preschool was
teaching her son the story
and it is a great refresher
for herself. 

One day she walked into
the class and the kids were
singing the song.

The lyrics suddenly came
rushing back to her.

“I don’t remember every-
thing and want him to know
the Jewish culture,” Rehm
said. 

For more information on
the center visit www.brook-
fieldtorahtots.com

Torah Tots opens in Brookfield 
Jewish preschool is the first of its kind in Waukesha County

Bank on Kindness donation program raises nearly $9,000

CELA hosts
‘Elf Jr. — 

The Musical’
WAUKESHA — This

past weekend the Chris-
tian Education Leader-
ship Academy held “Elf
Jr. — The Musical.”

The middle school cast
and crew, supported by
the elementary stu-
dents, performed in the
heartwarming musical
about Buddy, the over-
sized elf, who was raised
in the North Pole. The
musical is based on the
2003 movie hit “Elf.”

Students, staff, fami-
lies and visitors attend-
ed the show.
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The CELA middle school cast surrounds Buddy the Elf, played by seventh-grade student
Rylan Wadina, in CELA’s spring musical.


