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WAUKESHA — Eastern
Connecticut State Univer-
sity student Nancy Gonza-
lez of Waukesha was
recently named a fellow of
the Pfizer Research and
Development Rotation
Program. 

According to a press
release, after graduating,
Gonzalez, a health sci-
ences major, will join
more than 2,000 scientists
in this highly selective
paid fellowship to explore
new knowledge in health
care. She will rotate in
multiple Pfizer research
and development offices
and laboratories over the
next two years.

“I am excited and thank-
ful for the offer to be a
research and development
rotational associate for
Pfizer following my gradu-
ation from Eastern,” said
Gonzalez, a first-genera-
tion college student and
Opportunity Scholar of
the TheDream.US pro-
gram.

“Eastern and its Health
Sciences Program allowed
me to have many different
unique experiences
through volunteering,
internships, teaching
assistantships and inde-
pendent study opportuni-
ties. Gaining those experi-
ences and taking a variety

of different courses
helped me grow as a stu-
dent and become a well-
rounded individual. I am
open to new opportunities
and ready to apply those
experiences and knowl-
edge to any professional
setting.”

WAUKESHA — Waukesha
County Public Health
announced they will shift
COVID-19 case investigation
and contact tracing efforts to
high-priority prevention
and response activities, in
alignment with new recom-
mendations by the Wiscon-
sin Department of Health
Services (DHS) issued last
week, and in a joint state-
ment by multiple national
public health entities. 

Isolation and quarantine
recommendations are not
impacted by these changes.
“Public health experts at the
state and national levels rec-
ognize we have entered a
new phase in the COVID-19
pandemic,” said Benjamen
Jones, Waukesha County
health officer. “The highly
contagious, yet more mild,
characteristics of the Omi-
cron variant have decreased

the effectiveness of disease
investigation and contact
tracing. Meanwhile, the
community has many more
tools available, including
vaccination, better treat-
ment options, widespread
access to testing, and famil-
iarity with strategies to stop
the spread of this virus.
Therefore, the best use of
our limited resources is to
shift from investigating all
COVID-19 cases to focus on
our most vulnerable resi-
dents.” 

Under the new guidelines,
DHS recommends public
health departments priori-
tize staffing and other avail-
able resources on activities
that yield the greatest
impact in preventing severe
COVID-19 disease.

Follow-up from local
health departments is no
longer expected or required

for every COVID-19 case or
contact. Instead, health
departments are encouraged
to focus on outbreak investi-
gations and targeted case
investigations in high-prior-
ity environments to prevent
severe disease and death in
vulnerable populations. 

This week, Waukesha
County Public Health will
deploy a new process for
COVID-19 response to align
with the new recommenda-
tions. This will allow public
health to focus on surveil-
lance, prevention, and high-
risk settings.  

■ Waukesha County resi-
dents 18-69 years old who
test positive for COVID-19
will no longer receive a com-
munication from Public
Health related to their case.
These residents should fol-
low CDC isolation guide-
lines and communicate their

COVID-19 status to all close
contacts. 

■ Individuals who are 70
and older, who are not affili-
ated with a long-term care
facility, will receive guid-
ance from Waukesha County
Public Health in a letter.

■ Parents and guardians
of children 17 and younger
can expect guidance from
Waukesha County Public
Health in the form of a text
alert from the number 262-
600-2255.

■ The county will contin-
ue to work with priority
groups, such as schools,
long-term care facilities and
businesses to manage out-
breaks in these settings. Uni-
versal contact tracing efforts
unrelated to an outbreak
will discontinue. 

■ Any individuals con-
cerned with managing their
COVID-19 diagnosis are

encouraged to contact their
health care provider or
Waukesha County Public
Health at 262-896-8430. 

These modifications to
standards of practice within
disease investigation and
contact notification will
allow Waukesha County
Public Health to meet the
current demands on disease
containment in a sustain-
able way, according to the
release. Isolation and quar-
antine recommendations
are not impacted by these
changes. If an individual
suspects COVID-19 infec-
tion, they should seek test-
ing, stay home to prevent
transmission to others,
rapidly notify close contacts
of their exposure and seek
health care to facilitate
access to medical treatment
if they are at higher risk for
severe outcomes. 
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Wauwatosa man charged in Brookfield overdose death
By Dan Colton

dcolton@conleynet.com
262-513-2661

WAUKESHA — Reckless
homicide charges were filed
in Waukesha County Circuit
Court against a Wauwatosa
man on Thursday for alleged-
ly selling drugs laced with
fentanyl that killed a man in
Brookfield in 2021.

Colin J. Hogan, 23, report-
edly sold the drugs during
July of that year. He was
arrested on a separate drug
charge in Milwaukee on Feb.

1, police said, and Town of
Brookfield investigators con-
fronted him while he was
being held in Milwaukee.

According to a criminal
complaint, the victim and
Hogan were in contact within
hours of the victim’s death
on July 23, 2021, through text
messages, CashApp money
transfers and Lyft rides to an
address associated with
Hogan.

That night in 2021, Brook-
field police said they respond-
ed to an Eagle Drive resi-
dence after a caller said a

man was pulseless and not
breathing.

Upon arrival, officers said
they found the victim dead
and attempted unsuccessful
livesaving measures.

The caller initially said she
and the victim had been
hanging out and smoking
marijuana. After smoking,
the caller said the victim left
in a taxi by himself and
returned about an hour later,
police said. According to
court records, she told police
she woke up early in the
morning and found the vic-

tim deceased.
Police said they informed

the woman that the Eagle
Drive residence would be
searched, including her back-
pack. Court records indicate
she eventually said there was
oxycodone in the bag.

Oxycodone is a prescrip-
tion painkiller often sold on
the black market. It can be
laced with fentanyl to
increase its potency, but that
also increases its potential
for lethality.

Authorities reported that
the victim’s phone revealed

conversations between him
and Hogan’s cellphone num-
ber hours before the overdose
occurred.

Following Hogan's arrest
Feb. 1, police said he admit-
ted to a Brookfield investiga-
tor providing oxycodone to
the victim the night the vic-
tim died.

Court records indicate
Hogan claimed to believe the
victim committed suicide
rather than having over-
dosed.

“A day or 2 after [the vic-
tim] was at my house and the

above happened,” Hogan
allegedly wrote in a state-
ment to police, “I saw a pic-
ture of him on Facebook and
believed he killed himself.”

A medical examiner’s
report concluded the victim
died of a fentanyl overdose,
according to the complaint.

In addition to reckless
homicide, Hogan also faces
one count of felony bail
jumping.

He faces up to 46 years
imprisonment and $110,000 in
fines if found guilty of both
charges.

Submitted photo

Siblings win top prizes 
at CELA spelling bee
PEWAUKEE — Isaiah Oksiuta and his sibling Melea placed
first and second in the Christian Education Leadership Acade-
my’s annual spelling bee on Tuesday. The two competed
against other students from grades 1 through 8, and parents as
well as staff and other students were invited to the event.

By Jake Ekdahl
jekdahl@conleynet.com

262-513-2657 

WAUKESHA — In new
filings, attorneys repre-
senting plaintiffs suing
the School District of
Waukesha argue a lawsuit
brought against the dis-
trict should not be dis-
missed from federal court. 

Attorney Frederick
Melms, representing
plaintiff Shannon Jensen,
argued against a motion to
dismiss previously filed by
the district’s attorneys
Joel Aziere and Jennifer
Williams. 

They argued the case
doesn’t belong in federal
court and cannot prevail
on merits — they said
plaintiffs fail to show a
legally defined “special
relationship” between the
district and the students
in question in the case.
Typically “special rela-
tionship” cases involve
individuals unable to
freely leave their premis-
es, such as prisoners or
foster children.

“This court clearly has
subject matter jurisdic-
tion over the instant case,”
Melms said. 

Aziere and Williams also
argue the court should dis-
miss one of the counts in
the case because plaintiffs
haven’t adequately demon-
strated a “state-created
danger.” 

“Plaintiff has also
standing to sue in the
instant case as she has
provided evidence of (her
child)’s injury in fact, that
there is a causal connec-
tion between (child)’s
injury and the defendants’
conduct and that (child)’s
injury will be redressed by
a favorable decision of
this court,” Melms con-
cludes in the most recent
filing, from Jan. 20. “Final-
ly, plaintiff’s complaint
contains enough facts to
state a claim to relief that
is plausible on its face. As
such, plaintiff respectful-
ly requests this court deny
defendants’ motion to dis-
miss.” 

The court has not yet
made a decision. 

Case background 
The suit was filed  by

Shannon Jensen, a parent
in the district. She said in
her October 2021 filing
that two of her children
tested positive for COVID-
19 and criticized the dis-
trict’s contact notification
process and pace — she
claimed a swifter alert
could have prevented possi-
ble further community
spread. 

Aziere and Williams
argue the case doesn’t
belong in federal court, and
“what the court has before
it is a state law tort claim
dressed up to look like a
federal 1983 action.” In
arguing on the district’s
behalf, they said “plaintiffs
have no business being in
federal court and the feder-
al court has no jurisdiction
over the pleaded state tort
claims. The court should
not allow itself to be used
for political and publicity
purposes. As such, the
motion to dismissed should
be granted in its entirety.” 

The plaintiffs are also
pushing for a temporary

restraining order “forcing
the implementation of the
universal masking policy”
and a class certification
organizing all K-12 public
school students “who have
been infected with COVID-
19 while at school” as plain-
tiffs and all public K-12
school districts, boards,
board members and super-
intendents without manda-
tory masks as defendants.
A motion for a TRO was
refiled last week. 

Aziere and Williams have
countered the plaintiffs’
position by noting it’s not
possible to determine if a
student was infected with
COVID-19 at school since
tests don’t provide location
data. They’ve also argued
proposed groups for the
class certification are too
varied to consider that they
hold the same interests —
adding some families in
fact have views directly
opposite Jensen’s — and
flagged a universal mask-
ing policy as potentially
running afoul of the Amer-
icans with Disabilities Act. 

So far, the court has not
issued its own communi-
cation regarding the most
recent filings. 

SCHOOL DISTRICT OF WAUKESHA LAWSUIT

Plaintiffs argue against dismissal 
No decision from federal court yet 

By Brian Huber
bhuber@conleynet.com

262-513-2674

WAUKESHA — A Hart-
ford woman who was
charged after she allegedly
drained hundreds of thou-
sands of dollars of her 94-
year-old grandmother’s sav-
ings in just over two years
while acting as her power of
attorney saw the felony
count against her dismissed
Thursday.

Lisa Premke, 46, was
charged in November 2020 in
Waukesha County Circuit
Court with theft in a busi-
ness setting. The criminal

complaint against her said a
Waukesha County social
worker learned of possible
elder abuse of a victim, then
94, in a memory care unit at
the Arboretum in
Menomonee Falls. It was
learned Premke assumed
the durable power of attor-
ney for her grandmother —
and control of her finances
worth about $313,000 in
September 2015 — in Decem-
ber of that year, but by
February 2018 the woman’s
bank account had a negative
balance, the complaint said. 

The complaint said about
$135,484 was spent on the
woman’s monthly living

costs from December 2015
through February 2018, and
Premke reported about
$7,000 was used to do
repairs on the woman’s
home before it was sold.
But it said Premke moved
$100,000 to a money market
account in June 2016, the
reason for which Premke
could not recall when asked
by investigators. The com-
plaint also described rent
payments over two years
plus checks and other with-
drawals totaling over
$48,000 taken from the
woman’s bank account.

According to the com-
plaint, Premke said when

she assumed the power of
attorney her grandmother’s
account had about $200,000
that she was aware of, and
she was surprised to learn it
was overdrawn in early 2018.
She admitted using funds
from her grandmother’s
account for personal purpos-
es and activities for her fam-
ily, saying an attorney who
advised her said she could
use her grandmother’s
funds to pay herself. She esti-
mated spending $180,000 on
her and her family, the com-
plaint said. 

On Thursday, the state
asked that the charges be
dismissed, and they were.

Defense attorney Jason
Baltz said Premke is “inno-
cent until proven guilty and
they dismissed everything
without giving it to a finder
of fact.” He added Premke
was the only heir to the
alleged victim — who has
since passed away — and she
was informed the with-
drawals were permissible.

Waukesha County District
Attorney Susan Opper, in an
email, said the case was dis-
missed due to “proof prob-
lems.” She added that power
of attorney documentation
in the case must be located
before any prosecution
could proceed further.

Charges dismissed against Hartford woman 
accused of stealing from grandmother

By the numbers

COVID-19 in the 
WOW counties

Waukesha
■ Cases per 100,000 people:
1,510.9
■ Positive test results: 17.7%

Ozaukee
■ Cases per 100,000 people:
1,344.9
■ Positive test results: 16.5%

Washington
■ Cases per 100,000 people:
1,392.5
■ Positive test results: 16.8%

Statewide 
■ New confirmed cases:4,679
■ New deaths: 2
■ Total confirmed deaths: 11,293
■ Positive test results: 17.3%
■ Residents fully vaccinated:
59.5%
■ Residents at least one dose:
63.4%

Source: Wisconsin Department 
of Health Services 

Lottery
Thursday, Feb. 3

WISCONSIN

Daily Pick 3                      7-5-0 
Daily Pick 4                    8-5-1-1 
SuperCash      1-11-14-15-21-32
SuperCash Doubler: No  
Badger 5               1-11-15-16-26

County Public Health amends contact tracing recommendations

Speedbump Nancy Gonzalez of Waukesha 
named Pfizer research fellow
Will join more than 2,000 other scientists


