
The Freeman - 06/13/2026 Page : A03

June 15, 2026 8:12 am (GMT -5:00) Powered by TECNAVIA

SATURDAY, JUNE 13, 2026 • THE FREEMAN • 3AGMTODAY.COM LOCAL

Photo courtesy of Western Lakes Fire District

The Western Lakes Fire District responded on Thursday evening to simultaneous structure fire incidents. The first incident was on
Sunset Drive in Summit and the second was on Lac La Belle Drive in the Village of Lac La Belle.

VILLAGE OF SUMMIT — The Western Lakes Fire District responded on Thursday evening to
simultaneous structure fire incidents. Both incidents were reported as lightning strikes resulting in
the structure fires. The first incident was on Sunset Drive in the Village of Summit and the second
was on Lac La Belle Drive in the Village of Lac La Belle.  

Western Lakes Fire District 
responds to two fires caused 

by lightning strikes DELAFIELD — The Town of Delafield will
host two public information sessions this sum-
mer regarding the proposed the fire and emer-
gency medical services referendum that will
appear on the Aug. 11 ballot.

The informational meetings will be held at
6:30 p.m. June 23 and July 28 at the Town of
Delafield Town Hall, W302-N1254 Maple Ave.

Under the proposed referendum on the Aug.
11 election, the town would increase its levy by
$450,000 annually from 2027 through 2030.
State-required ballot language describes that
increase as a 14.509% levy increase for 2027,
raising the levy from about $3.1 million to
$3.55 million.

“Wisconsin law requires towns to provide
ambulance service under Wis. Stat. § 60.565.
This referendum is about supporting
increased staffing at Lake Country Fire & Res-
cue to eliminate brownouts, improve response
times, and provide fire and EMS services to
Town of Delafield residents. Without addition-
al funding, the Town may be forced to consid-
er difficult choices, including reducing con-
tracted sheriff’s department coverage and
postponing road work,” Town of Delafield
Chairman Edward Kranick previously said in
an email.

The town contracts with Lake Country Fire
& Rescue, the regional fire and EMS depart-
ment serving the City and Town of Delafield,
the Town of Genesee, Chenequa, Nashotah,
Oconomowoc Lake, and Wales. According to
the town’s website, costs have risen sharply
and are expected to continue climbing
through the end of the decade.

The meetings are intended to educate resi-
dents about the referendum, explain the fund-
ing proposal and answer questions from the
public. No action will be taken at either meet-
ing.

The Aug. 11 referendum will allow town vot-
ers to decide whether the town may exceed its
state-imposed levy limit to fund fire and EMS
services.

The town is providing factual information
and educational materials so residents can
better understand the funding request, the
potential impact on property taxes and the
outcomes that may result depending on the
referendum outcome.

“We encourage all residents to attend one of
the informational sessions, review the avail-
able materials, ask questions, and become
informed before casting their vote on August
11,” said Kranick.

Educational materials available on the
town’s website include referendum informa-
tion, frequently asked questions, financial
information, tax impact estimates, meeting
presentations, and other resources designed to
help residents understand the proposal.

Residents who are unable to attend either
session are encouraged to review the informa-
tion available online and contact town offi-
cials with questions.
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