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Speedbump

Submitted photo

Jessica and Aaron Bowen hope to adopt a child by fall. They are asking for donations to cre-
ate a puzzle, piece by piece, for the child’s room.

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

WAUKESHA — Jessica
Bowen of Waukesha always
knew she would one day
adopt. In her fifth-grade
yearbook she scribbled her
plans to “adopt all the chil-
dren.” As a child Jessica
was adopted into a loving
family who were honest
about her adoption. 

“I always knew. That is
something my parents
never hid from us,” Bowen
said.

Her sister is adopted and
she has several nieces and
nephews who are adopted. 

She and her husband
Aaron Bowen always knew
they wanted to be parents. 

“Its always been a dream
of mine to have a big fami-
ly,” Bowen said. 

The couple struggled with
infertility and dealt with a
steam of negative pregnan-
cy tests, blood work, ultra-
sounds, medication that
charges up hormones and
tears. 

“Unfortunately it was one
of those unexplained infer-
tilities. We don’t have a rea-
son why,” Bowen said. 

The couple researched in
vitro fertilization. She and
her husband are in their
thirties but have heard cou-
ples doing IVF into their
forties. Ultimately, they
decided to go the adoption
route, and they have been
open about it.

Bowen is hoping to create
awareness that it is normal
to talk about infertility and

adoption. 
“It sucks. You don’t want

people to know your strug-
gles and you have to find
hidden groups on Face-
book. In reality it is some-
thing that should be blasted
everywhere,” Bowen said. 

The couple is doing an
out-of-state adoption and
are in the beginning stages.
They were self-matched
with a baby. Bowen added
they have always been open
to different genders and
ages.  

Currently they live in a
one-bedroom apartment
and knew they needed a
home before the home study
part of the adoption. A
home study is conducted
after someone has complet-
ed training classes and the
application to adopt or fos-
ter. Recently their offer was
approved on a house and
two days later were called
about adoption. 

“I thought, OK, that is
God,” Bowen said.

The small pieces make
the big picture

The couple decided to ask
people for help in raising
money for adoption. The
cost can run from $10,000 to
over $40,000. Out-of-state
and international adop-
tions can cost even more.

“We are doing a puzzle
fundraiser to help raise
funds to bring our missing
piece home,“ Bowen said.

They created a 1,000 piece
puzzle. A photo depicts a
piece of artwork with the
saying “It’s always the

small pieces that make the
big picture.” 

Each piece will have the
person’s name that donated
to it. They are asked for a
$10 donation and people can
buy as many pieces they
would like. To purchase via
PayPal use the.bowenfami-
ly@icloud.com; with Venmo
use @thebowenfamily. 

The couple’s goal is to sell
all 1,000 pieces, raising
$10,000.  

“Once all the puzzle
pieces have been assigned
or sold, we will put the puz-
zle together and frame it to
be displayed in our baby’s
room. The best part is that
we will use a double-sided
frame so we can see all the
wonderful people who
played an important part in
our baby’s story,” Bowen
said.

Bowen’s advice to other
people looking into adop-
tion is to do their research
and don’t get frustrated. 

“Take it one day at a time.
If you are open about your
situation it will get aware-
ness out there. Not just
about adoption but also fos-
ter care. There are so many
children out there who need
good homes,” Bowen said. 

She added she is not look-
ing for pity and her journey
is not about infertility.

“Me and my husband are
blessed that we get to bring
home a child and raise
them as our own,” she said.  

The Bowen family is also
posting about their journey
on Facebook under “Aaron
& Jessica Bowen Adoption
Journey.” 

Waukesha couple uses
puzzle-piece fundraiser 

to help fund adoption costs
Bowens hope to adopt a child by fall

By Karen Pilarski
kpilarski@conleynet.com

262-513-2657

BROOKFIELD — The
Common Council on Tues-
day unanimously approved
changing the city’s absentee
processing procedure for
the fall election. 

In January 2020, the Cen-
tral Count process was relo-
cated to the Brookfield Con-
ference Center. “Central
Count was reinstated to
handle a conflict between
state and federal laws which
required absentee ballots to
be sent via mail at least 45
days prior to the election,”
according to online city
documents.

The City Clerk’s office
wants to return counting
absentee ballots to the
polling location where they
were dropped off. Under the
Central Count process, they
are only processed at the
conference center. 

“The main issue with the
Central Count process is
the conflict between the
right to a secret ballot,” the
documents said. It is a
requirement under the
Central Count process to
write the voter number on
the back of the ballot. By
moving away from Central
Count, the city said it
would no longer be violat-
ing the constitutional right
to a secret ballot. State law
does not require placing a
number on the back of the
ballot if it is processed at
the polling location.

Other issues include bet-
ter tabulation machines.
Central Count uses a DS450
machine while polling
places uses D5200
machines. The city, accord-
ing to the documents, has
one DS450 machine at the
conference center for more
than 40,000 residents. All

absentee ballots run
through this one machine.
Other polling places use the
DS200 machine, which is
more effective such as sort-
ing ballots into categories
like write-ins.   

The DS200 can process
approximately 72 ballots
per minute when fed con-
tinuously. 

“If [the DS450] jams or
breaks down we currently
have no backup plan. The
DS450 memory device is not
compatible with the DS200.
We would not be able to use
our DS200 machine to aid,”
the documents said. 

The DS450 memory
device needs to be dropped
off at the County Clerk’s
office the same night. The
DS450 results are not
included in the vote per-
centage reported in the
news. When the DS200s
reports the results from the
polling locations, it will
show 100% reporting,
although the DS450 results
are not received by the
county.

The city could purchase
six additional DS200s at
$6,730 apiece. The city,
according to the docu-
ments, currently has eight
machines and seven polling
places.

“With the purchase, the
city would have two
machines per District. One
for absentee and one for in-
person voters,” the docu-
ments said. 

Alderman Mike Hallquist
told The Freeman the
change would also increase
the rate at which absentee
ballots are processed. It
also allows residents to
drop off completed absen-
tee ballots at their polling
place on the day of the elec-
tion instead of driving to
the Central Count location
at the conference center. 

Brookfield changes
absentee processing

procedure

Waukesha
2022 brush/

branch
pickup

scheduled
WAUKESHA — The 2022

brush/branch pickup dates
in the city of Waukesha
have been scheduled from
April 25-29, planned to take
place on the same day as
garbage pickup for city res-
idents.

Residents must have their
brush/branches out by 6:30
a.m. on the day of pickup
and may begin piling
brush/branches on the curb
on April 11.

Residents are reminded
that branches must be set
on the terrace (grass area
between the curb and side-
walk). They should also be
set with the butt ends at the
curb. Branches/brush can
be up to three inches in
diameter and six feet long.
Residents should not
include very small twigs or
other yard waste, as it will
not be collected.
Brush/branches should not
be tied into bundles and
should not be put into bags
or containers.

The City Drop-Off Center,
750 Sentry Drive, is also
available for residents to
bring their brush/branches
to for no charge during
open public hours the same
week — Wednesday, April 27
from 11 a.m.-7 p.m.; and Sat-
urday, April 30, from 8 a.m.-
4 p.m.

ELM GROVE — The Elm
Grove Police and Fire
Department responded to a
car fire on Wednesday
morning in the 500 block of
Pilgrim Parkway. 

An officer patrolling the
area spotted the fire in an
unoccupied car and called

it into dispatch, police said.
The owner of the car was
located in a nearby busi-
ness. 

The cause of the fire is
under investigation and the
car appears to be a total
loss, but the fire caused no
injuries, police said. 

WAUKESHA — Students
in grades 6-8 at the Christian
Education Leadership
Academy (CELA) recently
competed in the Wisconsin
Mathematics League con-
test.

This is a statewide mathe-
matics contest that is held
during March. The test is
written so that all students
can achieve success on the
first half of the contest,

while the last half should
prove challenging to even
the best students, according
to Laura Baker, CELA
administrator of outreach
and enrollment. 

CELA achieved 5th place
overall for Grade 7 and 7th
place overall for Grade 8.
They also had several stu-
dents that ranked in the top
20 scores of students in the
state.

CELA students 
compete in Wisconsin
Mathematics League

By Nikki Brahm
nbrahm@conleynet.com

262-513-2651

WAUKESHA — A group of
muralists working on a
memorial to honor the vic-
tims of the Nov. 21 Wauke-
sha Christmas Parade again
presented their plans to the
Public Art Committee on
Tuesday night. Ultimately,
the group plans to bring any
other desired revisions to
the next Public Art Commit-
tee meeting in May.

Members of the group pre-
viously told The Freeman
that they either live in

Waukesha or went to school
in the city. They started
fundraising for the mural
after the parade, working to
combine a series of ideas
from the group into one
mural. 

The proposed mural is to
be located on the Salty Toad
building downtown.

At the Tuesday night
meeting, group members
explained that the six cardi-
nals are representative of
the six parade victims that
had lost their lives. Cardi-
nals are a way of saying a
loved one is visiting you and
the mural includes four

female and two male cardi-
nals to represent those six
victims.

Other imagery includes
butterflies, flowers and the
phrase “Waukesha Strong.”
A new, vibrant color palette
was incorporated into the
revised mural. Revisions on
the design may be made
again prior to the next meet-
ing.

At the Tuesday night
meeting, a constituent pro-
vided public comment, say-
ing she ultimately feels that
the colors of the mural may
clash with another mural at
Friedman Park. She also

said she doesn’t want to be
reminded of the parade
every morning when she
takes walks along the river-
walk in downtown Wauke-
sha. Members of the mural
group and commissioners
brainstormed ideas with the
constituent to incorporate
her ideas.

Associate Planner Robin
Grams said they will likely
revisit plans for the mural at
their next meeting in May
before it is sent to the Plan
Commission with a referral
from the committee. The
mural is on private property
and is privately funded and
the city has no involvement
with the funding of the
piece.

Waukesha Strong mural plans to be presented in May
Design includes cardinals, flowers, butterflies A rendering

shows the
proposed
Waukesha
Strong
mural that
would be
located on
the Salty
Toad build-
ing. Revi-
sions of the
design may
be made
prior to the
next Public
Art Com-
mittee
meeting.

Waukesha city documents

No injuries in car fire 
in Elm Grove

HAVE A STORY
TO SHARE?

Every day in our com-
munities, neighbors are
helping neighbors, such
as with the generous
gesture of raking an
elderly neighbor’s leaves
or driving a church
member to an important
doctor’s appointment
every Wednesday. 

Do you know someone
that should be recog-
nized for doing good in
The Freeman? Let us
know at 262-513-2644 or
news@conleynet.com.

NEIGHBORS
HELPING
NEIGHBORS

Photo courtesy of CELA

Pictured from left to right are Everett Koss, Randy Bialas,
Jack Molaison, Bennett Heinzelman, Isaiah Oksiuta and
Kaitlyn Crozier.


